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Citizen Diplomacy Provides Opportunity for Successful
and Productive Networking
-Kim Johnson, ISS Program Director

SISTER STATES On Saturday, September 24, the much
lawa’s Inlernalional Partne: States Program - anticipated Citizen Diplomacy Summit was
In This Issue © held at the lowa Events Center, Hy-Vee Hall.
. Speakers such as former Governor Ray,
: Congressman Leach, Governor Vilsack,
-Islam Conference Report . and former Secretary of State Madeleine Al-
. .- : bright talked about the importance of citizen
“Hebei Health Team Visit . diplomacy and the role they have personally || s&ﬁjﬁ
-Soybean Group Visit © played as citizen diplomats. | st
. After Congressman Leach'’s speech in the S e
© morning, the participants broke up into 8 Before her speech, Madam Albright
. different breakout sessions in order to had a book signing session
. discuss the following questions:
- 1. Is making people-to-people connections (citizen diplomacy) important to our
. group? Why, or why not?

-Citizen Diplomacy Summit Report

and more...

Mark Your Calendars!

>QOctober 30th: Italian Chefs arrive

>November 7th: Italian Cooking X . . . .
Demo. Italian-American Cultural : 2. How do you believe our group is perceived internationally? (for example, as

Center (contact Pat Civitate at : students yrst, then Americans?) Is being perceived one way better than anoth-
280-3719) - er? s this a problem? If so-how do we change that perception? (

: 3. How have recent changes, in reaction to 9/11, affected our ability to engage
: in citizen diplomacy? What adjustments can we make to face new obstacles (for
. example-visa denials, competition, different cultural norms?)

* 4. How can we develop and/or expand and promote citizen diplomacy? (for
example-inclusion in lobbying groups, creating associations, involvement in particular organizations)

5. What steps can our group take to ensure positive citizen diplomacy for the long term? (for example-attendance

and support of events like the Citizen Diplomacy Summit, personal participation as volunteer, or make volunteering an
incentive for involvement, etc.)

Each session reported their yndings to lowa Sister States, and those yndings, along with speeches made by the main
speakers will be available later this year. After lunch, the audience was treated to a panel discussion presided over by
Drake’s President Maxwell that included: UNI President David Skorton, State Senator Nancy Boettger, Richard Stanley,
Dr. Sherry Mueller, and Ambassador Ken Quinn. The audience was able to enjoy a question and answer period with the
panel.

State Senator Daryl Beall brought the participants back together in the afternoon and introduced Governor Vilsack. Before
introducing Secretary Albright, the Governor spoke about how globalized the world is becoming and how important it is
for lowans to be aware of the challenges and advantages the world now holds. He also spoke about his relationship with
lowa Sister States, citing delegations he has been a part of. Secretary Albright gave an enthusiastic speech. She spoke
at length on the importance of citizen diplomacy and gave audience members insight on how to expand citizen diplomacy
efforts. She participated in an extended and well-received question and answer period that was enjoyed by all.

lowa Sister States would like to thank everyone who participated in this Summit. (Speakers, Moderators, Panelists, Vol-
unteers, Board Members) Without your help and input, the Summit could have happened. Thank you!!

>November 11th: Italian Feast,
Temple for the Performing Arts
(see last page for more details)




Upcoming Meetings

Potluck Dinner for Cherkasy
Volunteers with
Cherkasy Rotary Club
Oct. 20th, 6:30pm
(Location TBA)

Hebei Committee Meeting
Oct. 22nd, 10am-Noon
Urbandale Public Library

Yamanashi Committee Meeting
Oct. 22nd, 11 am
ISS Ofyces

§

Dr. Scott Alexander speaking on
the concept of Jihad

Islam in America: Finding Common Ground
-Janet Heinicke, Terengannu Committee Chair

More than 150 people gathered on the Drake campus September 9 and 10
fofr a conference co sponsored by lowa Sister States lowa -Terengganu committee
al%ld the Drake University center for Global Citizenship.

: The conference began with keynote speaker,

Dr Aminah McCloud, professor of Islamic Studies, De-

P;*;\ul University, on Friday evening .She both challenged
al%ld complimented her listeners. She complimented the 3
aléjdience when she called it an “audience of the willing  Participants attending the
toi listen... (an audience of those) who wanted to hear Women in Islam Session
What at least one Muslim has to say about our current state of domestic and foreign
af%fairs involving Muslims.” In spite of a serious vocal problem McCloud held her audi-
eréu:e with a sharply incisive critique of both the current foreign and domestic policy
of; the United States as well as of the response of Muslim community in the United
Siates. Of her listeners, she challenged more than “acceptable conversation” since
sléle called “acceptable conversation” merely “agreeable conversation”. McCloud
rir;Jped the often-made statement that we (in the United States) are innocent about
mguch of the Islamic world and culture, calling it instead “ignorant”. In her keynote
rémarks, which were enthusiastically received by her listeners, McCloud attempted to
eé(plore the parameters of current affairs, and establish what she called the “param-
et?ers of dialogue”, which she felt so very necessary to establishing ways for further

cénversations to occur about religion in what she called “one of the most complex

multicultural societies on the planet. “ $he noted that “we only recover from fear with knowledge, and...pride in its gain.”

Workshops, seven of them With a stellar group of leaders, drawn from diverse ethnic, cultural, academic, religious

and educational backgrounds, were héld twice during Saturday sessions, The Saturday conference began with a power

point presentation by Dr. Scott Alexanc;jer, Catholic Theological Union, Chicago, who presented a conceptual framework

for the conferees to think about the vairious dimensions of these workshops. He titled his remarks “Waging the greater

Jihad: cross cultural living in a context bf conpictd. Alexander carefully described by deynition differences in types of jihad

and addressed the future of Muslim-Cﬁristian relations.

Alexander again appeared befbre the conference participants at the day’s conclu-
sion when he joined former Lieutenant (;'%overnor, Bob Anderson, Iman lbrahim Dremali, and
Dr. Stephen Aigner for a summary paneil discussion. An invitation to continue the dialogues,
begun in many conversations, workshops and presentations, following the conference
concluded this session. It was extendeéi by Dr. Janet Heinicke, co Chairman of the planning

group who acted as the moderator for fthe panel.

Dr. Aminah McCloud
addressing the diversity
among American Muslims




Visit from Tianjin,
China

-Phil Latessa, ISS Executive
Director

From September 25-27,
a five-person delegation
from Tianjin, China visited
lowa. Located within Hebei
Province, Tianjin is a city of
over 10 million people. The
delegation was led by Tian
Hui Guang, Deputy Director
General of the Tianjin Bureau
of Public Health and included
physicians and ofycials from
the department. The visit
was in response to the visit
made to Hebei and Tianjin
in June, which included Dr.
Mary Hansen, Director of the
lowa Department of Public
Health. Dr. Tian and her
colleagues focused on areas
of common interest with Dr.
Hansen’s staff, which could
lead to future exchanges
and programs. Primarily,
these include smoking ces-
sation, health promotion and
emergency response. The
delegation also visited the
Polk County Health Depart-
ment, the House of Mercy
and Des Moines University.
lowa Sister States co-spon-
sored the visit with the lowa
Department of Public Health
which included a recep-
tion at the State Historical
Museum and a dinner at
Mosaix. Sponsorships for
the events were provided by
Principal Financial Group,
Farm Bureau, Mercy Hospi-
tal Medical Center and lowa
Health System.

Taiwan Delegation
-Phil Latessa, ISS Executive Director

From September 18-20, the lowa Department of Economic
Development hosted an agricultural delegation from Taiwan.
lowa Sister States volunteers were invited to a dinner with the
delegation on September 19. Attending the dinner were Sena-
tors Black, Beall and Danielson and Representative Bell. The
Soybean and Corn delegation came to lowa to make grain
purchases. It was headed by Mr. J.Y. Chen former Secretary
of Agriculture in Taiwan and senior advisor to the President of
Taiwan. ISS staff and volunteers had the opportunity of discuss-
ing future exchange ideas with Eric Chou, Director of the Taiwan
Economic and Cultural Ofyce in Chicago and with Thomas
Cheng, Director General of TECO.
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Summer In Taiwan

After a decade of teaching Chinese, last summer | was given an irresistible opportunity
through lowa Sister States. For, whether you are a sinologist like myself or simply interested in some
basic Chinese, Taiwan is the ideal place to be. It is perhaps only here that Chinese history, culture,
cuisine, and written language pourish as they have for the past yve thousand years. Yet Taiwan is
as modern as it gets, with capital Taipei ranking among Paris, Los Angeles, and Tokyo as a center
of fashion, technology, and industry.

Along with twelve other nation-wide scholarship recipients, | was thus sent off to the presti-
gious Taiwan Normal University in Taipei. | opted for courses in ancient Chinese history and South-
ern Fukienese (one of China’s eight major sinolects, each mutually unintelligible). | was housed in
the university’s newest of dormitories, with internet connections for each dormitory resident, public
lounges and kitchens on every poor, and two restaurants and a convenience store downstairs.
Since age is respected in Chinese society, the residents affectionately called me “Big Brother.” My
roommates were four undergraduate students - and a rabbit. There was Dahtour or “big melon” -
so-called because his head had been too big to yt into his motorscooter helmet back in high school;
the rabbit-owner who came from an all-Fukienese speaking family; quiet but friendly Yannrwu - and
Jyhhaur, an optimist who was never afraid to make a fool of himself.

The yrst morning | awoke around 5:30am and peeked out the window beside my bed. It was
as if | had fallen into a Hollywood ylm set at old China: in the distance, mountains shrouded in early
morning mist; in the foreground, a blue river embanked by lush-green grass. On the river bank, an
elderly man with a long white beard was practicing T'ai Chi Ch’0an, the martial art of health and
longevity.

On the yrst day of class, an elderly, digniyed gentleman with a traditional Chinese hand-held
fan, spectacles, and long drooping, high eyebrows sauntered in. He could give impromptu explana-
tions of anything from Chow (Chou) dynasty crossbow mechanisms to ancient silk manufacturing;
from performance techniques on Chinese instruments to the etymology of any given Chinese char-
acter. Even in such a humble activity as wielding a whiteboard marker, one could sense his mastery
of the brush-pen, and his board markings could easily pass for Chinese calligraphy. My Southern
Fukienese class was no less informative, though certainly not for everyone. Infamous for its “vile”
sounds, Southern Fukienese is not nearly as established or widespread as Mandarin or Cantonese,
but it is still quite common in Taiwan and of considerable interest to Chinese dialectologists.

During recent years, business opportunities in mainland China have sparked a new American
fervor for Mandarin as a foreign language. But for those interested in culture as well as business,
Taiwan simply can’t be beat. A capitalist economy from the very beginning and unscathed by the
mainland’s Cultural Revolution, the government on Taiwan has always kept an open door to foreign
businessmen as well as scholars and travelers. For a taste of the world’s oldest living civilization in
all of its many splendid pavors, Taiwan is an experience no one should miss, and lowa Sister States
could not have made a more practical choice.

- J.M. Schlitz, sinologist and Chinese instructor




